The book is a very useful addition to the current bibliography of Congenital heart heart disease. Its simplicity combined with its comprehensiveness render it a reference book of great practical value to the student land the paediatric cardiologist alike. P.M.
OBSTETRICS AND THE NEWBORN. By N. A. Beicher and E. V. Mackay.
(Pp 532; illustrated. £8.50). British Edition. Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders.
1978.
THIS textbook is well written with good illustrations particularly the coloured photographs. The authors, I feel, have succeeded in making this book a worthwhile companion for the postgraduate student. Although it is useful to the undergraduate also, it is generally considered to be too advanced for him. The text covers most aspects of obstetrics and neonatology and it is unfortunate that it does not include gynaecology. The paper is of high grade and the binding is sturdy and attractive.
Like any other medical book there are some parts which can be regarded as controversial. Although it has over 500 pages one can read this book fairly quickly because of the good quality print.
Overall I consider this book to be of great value to the postgraduate student and well worth having in the teaching hospitals.
H IN introducing a new textbook in any aspect of medicine today, a fresh stimulating approach to the particular subject matter is often difficult to conjure up. The authors have succeeded in formulating an authoritative text from contributions of established experts in leading North American Urological centres. Urology, just as other branches of medicine, has benefited from the veritable expansion of scientific knowledge and technology that has occurred in the past thirty years. The authors have distilled a great depth of the contributors knowledge and experience to present an easily read, single volume which deals totally with all aspects of genito-urinary cancer.
I think that the ideas expressed concerning current research and future investigations are useful adjuncts in assisting the clinician to appreciate the limitations of present day treatments. The continuing problem of clinically staging transitional cell bladder cancer is taken a step nearer solution by the detailed comparison of the Jewet classification with the European TNS notation.
The chapter on the pathobiology of transitional cell cancer presents an attractive concept for the depths of its central idea.
Finally, the North American urologists would seem to have moved away from the historic idea of radical prostatectomy as the most suitable treatment of early prostatic cancer. This volume is indeed a very valuable reference and collection of up-to-date uriniary cancer pathology. J.A.K.
